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introduced to impersonate this or that character in the story
and to hold a crude dialogue with the leader of the chorus. He
was called the 'Hypocrites'1 or 'Answerer'; and so the history
of drama proper began.
To enable hkn to impersonate more than one character,
moreover, arrangements were made for this 'Answerer' or actor
to retire into a tent behind his stage or table, and reappear in a
new guise. By ancient custom both he and the chorus wore
masks; and a swift transformation therefore presented no great
difficulty. All the features of this primitive drama were present
in the fully developed tragedy of Periclean Athens. The audi-
torium of the theatre, which was scooped out of the southern
slope of the Acropolis, was arranged round a circular dancing-
ring or 'orchestra', in which a chorus performed its evolutions.
Beyond it rose a shallow stage and behind the stage a building
which corresponded to the actor's tent and served as a Green
Room. On it was hung or painted rude scenery, representing
as a rule a palace-front—or sometimes maybe a temple—with
doors opening on the stage. In the course of a play there was
scarcely ever a change of scene, all the action being supposed
to take place in one locality. Sometimes, however, a painted
screen at either end of the palace was swung round and, by
presenting a fresh picture to the audience, suggested that a
new setting had been given to the stage. There were other rude
devices of a mechanical sort—a lift by which gods and goddesses
could be lowered as though from the sky, and, more curious
still, a platform which could be pushed forward on rollers from
the interior of the palace and so bring in view a tableau of some
murdered person or persons; for it was a rule that no violent
death might be enacted on the stage.
As this queer device has already warned the reader, the Greeks
did not aim in their dramatic productions at a realistic repre-
sentation of life; that is, they did not wish the onlooker to feel
1 Hence our word 'hypocrite' (a man who 'plays a part').

